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Sir: 

Submitted herewith on Form PTO/SB/08 is a: listing of documents known to 
Applicant in order to comply with Applicant's duty of disclosure pursuant to 37 CFR §1.56. 

A copy of each non-U. S. patent document and each non-patent document is being 
submitted to comply with the provisions of 37 CFR §1.97 and §1.98. 

The submission of any document herewith, which is not a statutory bar, is not 
intended as an admission that such document constitutes prior art against the claims of the 
present application or that such docimient is considered material to patentability as defined in 
37 CFR § 1 .56(b). Applicant does not waive any rights to take any action which would be 

appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove as a competent reference any document which is 
determined to be a prima facie art reference against the claims of the present application. 
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TIMING OF THE DISCLOSURE 

The listed documents are being submitted in compliance with 37 CFR § 1.97(b), 
before the mailing date of the first Office Action on the merits, and within three (3) months of 
the mailing date of a foreign office communication. 

RELEVANCE OF EACH DOCUMENT 



The documents listed on the attached PTO/SB/08 were cited as being relevant during 
the prosecution of the corresponding Japanese application. A partial English translation of 
the Japanese Office Action of June 27, 2006, follows: 

1 . The inventions related to the following claims of the present 
application could have been easily invented by a person with 
ordinary knowledge of technology in the field to which the 
inventions belong prior to the filing of this application based on 
the inventions recited in the publications below, which had 
been distributed in Japan or abroad, or inventions which 
became publicly available via telecommunication lines, prior to 
the filing of this application, and therefore cannot receive a 
patent according to the stipulations of Article 29, Paragraph 2 
of the Japan Patent Law. 

Notes (for the cited literature, see the List of Cited Literature) 
Reason 1 

Regarding Claims 1 and 2 
Cited Literature 1 through 4 
Remarks 

Comparing the present invention to the invention described in 
Cited Literature 1 or Cited Literature 2, the present invention 
differs from Cited Literature 1 and 2 in that it has a protective 
means at both ends of the input resistor. 

However, Figure 3 of Cited Literature 3 and Figure 4 of Cited 
Literature 4 disclose the technique of forming a protective 
diode on both ends of an input resistor, and using the technique 
disclosed by Cited Literature 3 and 4 in Cited Literature 1 and 2 
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is a matter which could be easily conceived of by a person 
skilled in the art. 

Furthermore, no remarkable difficulty is found in connecting 
the protective diodes formed at both ends on an input resistor to 
reverse potentials. 

Regarding Claims 3, 4, and 6 

Cited Literature 1 through 4 

Remarks 

The inventions related to the aforementioned claims do no more 
than to limit simple design matters, and since no effect that 
could not be anticipated by a person skilled in the art is found 
as a result of these limitations, the present inventions are not 
found to have inventive step based on the matters limited by the 
aforementioned claims. 

Regarding Claim 5 

Cited Literature 1 through 5 

Remarks 

Figure 3a of Cited Literature 5 discloses the technique of 
connecting a feedback resistor by switching a plurality of 
resistors. Using the technique disclosed by Cited Literature 5 in 
Cited Literature 1 and 2 is a matter that could be easily 
conceived of by a person skilled in the art. 

List of Cited Literature 

1 . Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication 2000- 
022077 

2. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication 2002- 
151652 

3. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication S61- 
019163 

4. Japanese Utility Model Application S62-082740 (Japanese 
Unexamined Utility Model Application Publication S63- 
191653) microfilm 
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5. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication H05- 
267458 

Record of Prior Art Literature Search Results 

• Fields searched IPC 
HOIL 27/04 

HOIL 21/822 

• Prior art literature 

Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication 2003- 
158193 

Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication S56- 
045067 

Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication S61- 
119073 

This Record of Prior Art Literature Search Results does not 
constitute a reason for rejection. 

Document Dl is a U.S. counterpart of Document D3, 
Document D2 is a U.S. counterpart of Document D6. 

Application's statements regarding the Japanese Office Action are based on a peirtial 
translation that Applicant's representative obtained. These statements should in no way be 
considered as an agreement by Application with, or an admission of, what is asserted in the 
Japanese Office Action. 

Applicant respectfully requests that each listed docviment be considered by the 
Examiner and be made of record in the present application and that an initialed copy of Form 
PTO/SB/08 be returned in accordance with MPEP §609. 

STATEMENT 

The undersigned hereby states in accordance with 37 CFR § 1.704(d) that each item of 
information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in a 
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communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart application and that this 
communication was not received by any individual designated in 37 CFR §1. 56(c) more than 
thirty days prior to the filing of the information disclosure statement. 

Although Applicant believes that no fee is required for this Request, the 
Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be required for 
this Request to Deposit Account No. 1 9-074 1 . 

Respectfully submitted. 



Date: July 27, 2006 




FOLEY & LARDNER LLP 

Customer Number: 22428 
Telephone: (202) 672-5407 
Facsimile: (202) 672-5399 




David A. Blumenthal 

Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 26,257 
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^ Unique citation designation number. ^See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. ^Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WiPO 
Standard ST.3). '*For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 
^Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. ^Applicant is to place a check mark here if 
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